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we saw Menakha all aflare with lamps and torches, thirty miles away across the hills.
News of Turkish reverses or successes left the bulk of the Arab population cold, though there was a certain amount of frothy talk from some of them, which did not indicate their real feelings, and was, I think, meant to hide them.
In mountainous country I have occasionally seen vultures perched aloof on the rocks, watching some sick and moribund beast with coldly critical eyes, devoid alike of expectancy or curiosity ; just watching for the opportunity that they know must come. Such is the attitude of the neutral population in central Yamen toward Turkish rule.
Ottoman officialdom in Yamen depends entirely for its dealings with the native population on Zaptieh or Arab gendarmerie. They it is who convey administrative orders to the people concerned, do their best to smooth the thorny way of the tax collector, act as intelligence agents, keep order in the bazars, carry messages, and escort travellers and convoys entitled to the protection of government.
The corps musters four battalions, with headquarters at Sanaa. Two battalions are scattered throughout the vilayet, on duty at various centres, one is held in readiness at Sanaa, for service in any direction, and the fourth is on permanent duty in the metropolis itself. They are all upland people recruited from tribal families.
There is also a battalion of mounted gendarmerie, known as Sowari, of which one company is at Hodeida, two companies on detached duty, and the fourth at headquarters at Sanaa, These men escort officials of rank, the Ottoman mail, and, in the Tihama, all such as are